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that is critical to securing the base’s
continued operation. There would also
be an impact on jobs: 2,300 Air Force ci-
vilians in New York will be furloughed,
causing $17.7 million in lost wages
across the State.

Mr. Speaker, sequestration was the
ransom the Tea Party demanded when
it held the American economy hostage
over the debt limit. But with 750,000
American jobs at stake, this process
will inflict real and permanent damage
on the American economy.

Congress created the sequester. Con-
gress can and should repeal it. For the
Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base and for
our economy, I urge the House to do
just that.

———

TAX INCREASES ARE A LOUSY
DEFICIT REDUCTION STRATEGY

(Mr. BARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I'd like to
put this week’s debate about scheduled
budget cuts into some much-needed
context. The Federal Government
spent $3.5 trillion last year. And yet,
even with the $85 billion in cuts sched-
uled to occur over the next 7 months,
the CBO still projects that Federal
spending will be $15 billion higher this
year than last year.

Only in Washington can billions in
cuts be made, total spending still in-
crease, and some claim that the prob-
lem is that taxes still aren’t high
enough. The President got his tax in-
crease 7 weeks ago. But the govern-
ment spent every dime of this year’s
revenue from that tax increase in just
7 days.

Mr. Speaker, raising taxes is a lousy
deficit reduction strategy because in
Washington, tax revenue is never dedi-
cated to deficit reduction. Instead, new
taxes are always used to finance more
government and more spending.

Rather than demand more tax in-
creases as the solution, I encourage ev-
eryone to work together to replace the
indiscriminate spending cuts with a
smarter plan that sets priorities—but
which still enacts an equal amount of
much-needed spending restraint.

———
SEQUESTRATION

(Mr. O'ROURKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. O'ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to bring to your attention the
devastating impacts that the sequester
will have on my community, El Paso,
Texas. The numbers speak for them-
selves. Two weeks of furloughs for Cus-
toms and Border Patrol officers—that’s
the equivalent of losing 5,000 border pa-
trol agents and almost 3,000 CBP offi-
cers at our ports of entry. Mind you,
more than $450 billion in trade passes
through our ports of entry every year.
More than 100,000 jobs in my home
community depend on the free, secure
flow of goods, trade, and people
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through our ports of entry, and jobs are
at stake.

In addition, 11,000 civilian employees
at Fort Bliss in El Paso will be fur-
loughed for 22 days. These are the mid-
dle class Americans who care for our
wounded warriors when they return
from war and make our military base
run efficiently. These individuals will
be facing a 20 percent cut because Con-
gress cannot muster the courage to
come up with a responsible solution.

In addition to these job losses, El
Paso children will bear a large burden
through the elimination of teachers
and classroom aides and Head Start
slots.

—————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO CARDISS
COLLINS, FORMER MEMBER OF
CONGRESS

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, Cardiss
Collins, who died earlier this month,
was not the first African American
woman elected to the House, but when
I was elected in 1990, along with three
other Black women, the small number
had dwindled to one. Cardiss was alone.
Today there are 15, one-third of the
Congressional Black Caucus. But
Cardiss Collins was more than able to
hold the fort by herself.

Although she got the seat when her
husband died in a tragic plane crash,
Cardiss managed to transform herself
from a grieving widow to a highly ef-
fective Illinois Congresswoman, chair
of the Congressional Black Caucus,
Democratic whip, and champion of
women and minorities.

Cardiss retired in 1997 as the longest-
serving Black female in Congress, hav-
ing gotten 79 percent of the vote in her
last election. Cardiss Collins left Con-
gress at the top of her game with a
record that will long survive her.

———

SEQUESTRATION

(Mr. CUMMINGS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in opposition to the harmful
spending cuts that will threaten our
economy and a range of vital services
for children, seniors, small businesses,
and our men and women in uniform.
I've just come from a hearing in the
Coast Guard Subcommittee, where we
learned that in fiscal year 2011, our al-
ready underfunded Coast Guard failed
to meet one-fourth of its non-homeland
security mission targets and more than
half of its homeland security mission
targets.

The Coast Guard’s ability to protect
our homeland and ensure the safety of
life at sea will not improve when mil-
lions of dollars are cut from the budg-
et. Sequestration will also reduce our
mobility in the skies. If we do not act
by Friday, the vast majority of the
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FAA’s 47,000 employees will face exten-
sive furloughs. This will result in
longer delays and disruptions at air-
ports, canceled flights, and impeded
commerce.

With only 3 days left, our House Re-
publicans must act now to allow a vote
on the Democrats’ balanced proposal to
avert these damaging and indiscrimi-
nate spending cuts. We cannot afford to
wait a moment longer.

———

SEQUESTRATION

(Ms. CHU asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. CHU. Here we are just days away
from the catastrophe that we’ve known
about for months, just days away from
a self-inflicted wound to our economy,
our credibility, and the American peo-
ple.

The sequester, these automatic budg-
et cuts, will literally take food out of
the mouths of hungry mothers and
children—600,000 of them. Air traffic
controllers will take a huge hit, in-
creasing wait times by 50 percent. Se-
curity lines at LAX could take 4 hours
during peak traffic times, as if waits
aren’t already bad enough. It will
eliminate more than 2,000 food inspec-
tor jobs. I don’t know about you, but I
like knowing that I won’t get sal-
monella when I open a can of tuna.

The American people will suffer. And
for what? It’s not like we couldn’t see
this coming from a mile away. We did
see this coming from a mile away.
Enough is enough. It’s time for Repub-
licans to join Democrats in a solution,
a balanced approach that can avert
this freight train.

————

SEQUESTRATION

(Mr. BOEHNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I hear
my colleagues on the other side of the
aisle complaining about the Presi-
dent’s sequester. It is the President
that insisted that this sequester be
part of the Budget Control Act a year
and a half ago. It is the President who
has known for 16 months that the se-
quester was going to happen.

This is why the House acted twice—
twice—over the last 300 days to replace
the sequester. There are better and
smarter ways to cut spending. But the
President is out doing his campaign
event nonstop when he could be sitting
down with Senate leaders to actually
act.

The House has acted twice. It’s time
for the President to put his plan on the
table, and it’s time for Senate Demo-
crats to put their plan on the table to
avert the sequester that’s due to go
into effect on Friday.
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